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A Walk Around
St Giles’ Church
WE WELCOME YOU TO ST GILES’ CHURCH, NORMANTON BY
DERBY. WE HOPE YOU ENJOY YOUR VISIT AND THAT THESE
NOTES WILL GIVE YOU AN IDEA OF ITS HISTORY.
Before becoming a separate benefice in 1877, Normanton was a daughter
church of the ancient church of St Peter’s Derby. The church that you see
now was built in 1862 with later additions, the largest being in 1902/3
when it became its present size. It was designed by F J Robinson, a pupil of
Henry Isaac Stevens, the well-known Derbyshire Victorian architect.
(Incidentally H I Stevens built himself a house in the area, on St Thomas’
Road, demolished when the Lister
House surgery was built in 2009).

The old church of St
Giles’ (demolished 1861)

The little church which was
demolished to make way for this one
had many Norman features.
However, from the evidence of a
painting by Mrs Harriot Georgiana
Mundy of Markeaton Hall dated
1856, and the detailed description of
the church in Llewellyn Jewitt’s
Reliquary of July 1861, it has now
been established that it went back to
even earlier times, - the late Saxon era
of the 1030s. This means that we know
for certain that there has been Christian
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worship on this site for the best part of 1000 years.
It would appear that those who worshipped at the church in the past
included Lady Barbara Beaumont whose husband, Sir Henry Beaumont,
of Grace Dieu Leicestershire, owned the Normanton Estate.
After his death in 1605, Lady Barbara married Sir Henry Harpur who was
to purchase the Calke Abbey Estate in 1622. They appear to have been
living in Normanton in 1623. Later, during the Civil War, Lady Barbara
presented Normanton Church with an engraved silver chalice and paten.
The North Side
Starting your tour on the
North side you are
immediately in what was the
nave and chancel of the
small newly-built 1862
church. That building
extended to less than half
the width of the present
church. The first memorial
on the north wall is to
Charlotte Jane Dalby, the
second of the three wives of
John Dalby. He married
Elizabeth Goodale - his first
wife - in 1769 and there is a
memorial further along to
Mary Slater Dalby, the one
who survived him. He died
on 26 March 1835 aged 95.
The first two stained glass
windows in the north wall
were given in appreciation

A window associated with the Rev J H Lester’s
missions 1877-79
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of missions which were held in various parishes by the Revd J H Lester,
who was the first Vicar of Normanton after it became a separate benefice
in 1877. The first one shows the Sermon on the Mount and the miracle of
Christ turning the water into wine at the wedding in Cana and is inscribed
Manchester 1877 and Clifton March 1877. The top light represents the
Ascended Lamb. The second window shows John the Baptist preaching in
the wilderness and John before Herod (Matt 3:12 and Mark 6:20) and is
inscribed Bonsall Jan 1879 and
Woodhouse March 1879. The
top light represents the Holy
Spirit.
We then come to a list of people
whose graves were displaced
when the church was extended
to the south in 1903. At that
time the headstones to these
graves were erected along the
boundary with 189 Village
Street but in 1994 they were reset in a line to the east of the
church.
The Pulpit

Pulpit previously stood at the south side of the
Chancel arch

The pulpit has alabaster panels
(perhaps Chellaston alabaster)
and columns of polished
Derbyshire stone with good
fossils.

Next we have the Macintosh Cable
Company’s War Memorial which was brought to St Giles’ in 1936 when
the Sinfin Lane works closed. Further along is the World War Two
Memorial and among the names is that of Laurie McAlpine the only child
of the Revd George McAlpine who was Vicar here 1936-43.
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British Legion flags
Also on the wall are laid-up British Legion flags.
The next window
is in memory of
Councillor Albert
Ottewell-JP of
Derby who
‘entered God's rest
28 May 1909’. The
left light shows the
injured deer of St
Giles and this is
believed to be
identical to a
Royal British Legion Standards
similar
representation in
the parish church of St Giles, France - the first church founded by the
monks of the Order of St Giles. According to legend St Giles lived as a
hermit in about the 8th century, and is often portrayed with an arrow
through his hand as he protected the deer. The right-hand light has the
Derby Buck-in-the-Park and the top light shows the Diocesan Arms of
Southwell, of which Derby Diocese was then a part. The design includes
the letters A and O which are Mr Ottewell’s initials but they may also
represent the Alpha and Omega of Scripture.
The east window in the side chapel and the alabaster reredos were given in
memory of Robert Radford of Park Hill (now demolished), who died in
1908, and of his wife, Anne.
There is a plaque on one of the pillars recording the re-dedication of the
chapel on 1 January 1956 following its renovation in memory of William
and Caroline Treadgold.
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Here also is a carved scroll in memory of Gladys Taylor, a former member
of the congregation who was a missionary with the Church Missionary
Society in Tanganyika 1924-45. The scroll was made by a carpenter at the
school in Muvli founded by Miss Taylor.
The Chancel
On the south wall on the right of the chancel is the Consecration cross
where the Bishop made his
mark of consecration on the
newly enlarged church in
1903.
Here also stood two clergy
stalls and two choir stalls
erected as a memorial to the
8th Duke of Devonshire,
Honorary Colonel of the
3rd Battalion, The
Sherwood Foresters. They
were dedicated by the
Bishop of Southwell and
unveiled by Lord Belper at
a service on 14 July 1909.
The choir stalls have been
removed.
The Brass Lectern
Thus was given by John
Louch and John Shaw (the
latter of Normanton House)
Brass Lectern presented in 1885
on the marriage of Francis
Quekett Louch and Edith
Maria Shaw in St Giles’ church on 8 July 1885.
The East Window
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This dates from 1947 and was a Thanksgiving for Victory Memorial after
the Second World War. The three central panels show the nativity,
crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus, whilst the central panel above sets
forth the majesty of the Risen and Ascended Christ enthroned on the sea

The East Window

of jasper and surrounded by the seven lamp-stands of the seven churches
as described in Revelation 1 v9-20. St George, Patron Saint of England, is
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shown in the far left panel and on the far right St Giles, patron saint of the
church, is portrayed with the deer.
The left hand light has the crests of St George and St Andrew and the
Province of Canterbury, and the right-hand crests are of St Patrick, St
David and the Diocese of Derby. At the base of the window the panels on
the left have figures representing members of some of the services. The
inner panels show badges of military units which were closely associated
with the parish during the war – The Royal Ordnance Corps, The
Sherwood Foresters and The Auxiliary Territorial Service (ATS). The
section on the right commemorates women who served in the armed forces
and as munitions workers.
The Organ
The organ which was installed in October 1893 is by Peter Conacher & Co
of Springwood, Huddersfield. It has a pitch pine case and is a two manual
tracker organ, electrically blown, with about 1800 pipes, radiating and
concave pedal board, 3 comp pedals and two balanced swell pedals. The
single phase electric motor is by Century Electric Company, St Louis,
Missouri. The patent self starter by the Kinetic Swanton Co. London and
Lincoln, dates from 1902. The impressive pipes over the door to the choir
vestry in the south aisle are purely ornamental!
The South Side
The first commemorative plaque was erected by the 14th Battalion
Sherwood Foresters in 1989 and the Colour above was laid up in 1993.
The central light in the first window is in memory of Lt General Sir
William Raine Marshall, Commander-in-Chief of the Mesopotamian
Expeditionary Force.
St Giles’ Church was the Garrison Church, and soldiers’ names could be
seen scratched on the book-rests in some of the South aisle pews. The
Vicar was the Chaplain to the Forces, for the nearby Normanton Barracks,
Headquarters of the Sherwood Foresters Regiment until it closed in 1963
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(now demolished but then standing at the junction of Osmaston Park Road
and Sinfin Lane). There are many Regimental memorials in the church,
mainly on the south wall and on the back wall. Among those
commemorated are General Sir Horace Lockwood Smith-Dorrien,
remembered for his words, “Gentlemen we will stand and fight” at Le
Cateau in 1914; Col Wylly “…by whose death on 3rd September 1932 the
Sherwood Foresters lost their best friend”, the author of a history of
Regiment; soldiers who died in Gibraltar, Tira, Africa, India, Malta, Aden,
and the Sikkim Campaign 1888; and two soldiers’ wives - Florence Edith
Shaw who died in Ireland in 1918 and was the wife of Lt General Sir
Frederick Shaw whose boyhood home was Normanton House, and
Rachel, wife of Col Sgt John Griffiths, who tragically died of cholera in
Bombay in 1865 along with their two infant children.

Last Sherwood Foresters’ Plaque dedicated
in 1993

The most recent Sherwood
Foresters plaque is at the west
end of the south wall and was
dedicated on 4 July 1993. It
was given by the Sherwood
Foresters’ Association in
memory of all the Sherwood
Foresters and their families
who had worshipped in St
Giles’ Church.

For many years the Sherwood
Foresters’ Colours hanging in the nave and chancel were an eye-catching
feature of this church, but in time they became very fragile and were
handed over to the Regiment for safe-keeping. Metal holders on the walls
mark where they hung.
Nearby is the Book of Remembrance for the burial of ashes in the Garden
of Remembrance.
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The Gas Brackets
The wrought-iron gas brackets on the walls of the church are the fittings
for the ‘modern’ gas lighting installed in 1903 and have beesn retained
because of their historical interest.
The Rood Screen
A carved oak chancel screen installed in 1947 to the memory of the Revd
Robert Price (vicar 1920-1936) now stands at the west end of the church.
Formerly this area was known as the gallery and consisted of pews reached
by steps roughly in line with the north and south aisles.
Reordering
In 2002 the area at
the west end of the
Church was
reordered. The
stepped gallery
pews were taken
out. The floor was
levelled and
carpeted and
facilities installed
The church before re-ordering in 2011 (looking west).
for serving tea and
coffee where people
could mingle and chat informally after services.
In 2010 a major reordering of the interior of the building took place which
included an underfloor heating system. The old wooden pews were taken
out and and replaced with chairs thus giving more flexibility for the use of
the space.

9

The Tympanum Stone
This ancient carved stone, can now
be seen set in the south wall of the
Annexe reception. It may have
been the ‘tympanum’ over the main
door of the previous building that
was demolished in 1861. The
carving is indistinct as it suffered
from many years of exposure to the
elements until it was brought inside in 1903, but it is possible to see the
crucifixion represented in the centre.
Llewellyn Jewitt’s drawing of the stone in
The Reliquary of July 1861 shows the feet
of Christ side by side. This is an
indication of pre-thirteenth century work,
as crossed feet were not introduced until
the thirteenth century.
Llewellyn Jewitt’s drawing of the ancient
stone in the Reliquary July 1861

The Annexe
In 2016 an old 1950s-built toilet
block that had been added to the
side of the south porch was
demolished. In its place a new
Annexe was constructed and opened
just before Christmas that year. It
consists of five toilets including one
with disabled access, a meeting room
(used for crèche on Sundays amongst
other uses), a catering-standard kitchen and a glass-roofed reception area
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and back entrance. The
meeting room has
incorporated the external
arch from the former south
porch.

The Exterior
For a description of the exterior of the church seen on the approach from
Village Street we turn to Charles Payne’s “Derby Churches Old and New”,
1893. He writes, “The exterior material is freestone, hammer dressed. The
high pitch roofs are covered with blue slate and crowned by ornamental
ridge tiles and crosses of curious devices. The base of the tower forms an
entrance porch, and the outer pointed doorway is surmounted by a
pediment resting on mitred and coroneted heads, and terminating in a
finial carved in relief. The bell chamber has a louvred triplet on each side;
there are dormer lights in the spire, at its base is a bold moulding carved
with heads and foliage and there are prominent quaintly-designed
gargoyles at the corners”.
The Bell
From the date inscribed on the single church bell we know that it has been
heard in Normanton since 1712. It also bears the names of the
churchwardens, D W Knight, Samuel Pegg, and George Stenson, along
with that of the Revd J. Osborne, Vicar of St Peter’s Derby (the mother
church of Normanton) from 1664 to 1712. He was married in St Giles’
Church on 5 May 1676. Also on the bell are the initials “DH” thought to
represent Daniel Hedderley the bellfounders of Nottingham.
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The Churchyard
If time allows, you may like to have a look round the churchyard. Some of
the headstones date back to the 1700s.
The names of some well-known old Normanton families can be found among them Goodale (Lake House), Radford (Park Hill), Brentnall (The
Grange and the Knoll), Edge, Pegg and Tabberer. An unusual feature of
one of the Goodale headstones is that two smaller memorials to children
are bolted on to it.
There are also memorials to Sir Henry Howe Bemrose (died 1911). John
Shaw of Normanton House (died 1906), Canon Olivier (died 1892) the
first Vicar of St Thomas’ Church Derby and later first Vicar of St James’
Church Derby, and the Revd William Hope (died 1889) who for 42 years
was the Vicar of St Peter’s Derby, which of course included Normanton
until 1877. Mr Hope traced his ancestry back to the Harpur and Wilmot
families and his grave is interesting for the coats of arms depicted on it.
The churchyard was closed to new burials in 1898 due to lack of space.
Since 1964 there has been a Garden of Remembrance for the burial of
ashes.
On returning to the path the foundation stone will be noticed in the West
wall of the church.
‘To the glory of God this stone was placed here. Fitzherbert Wright, JP
DL, 15th November 1902’. This was the date of the major extension to the
church.
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The War Memorial
The War Memorial near the gate
commemorate's 78 men of the parish
who gave their lives in the First World
War. Created by masons James
Beresford and Sons of Belper,
Derbyshire, it was designed by Derby
architects Naylor and Sale, is made of
ashlar sandstone and takes the form of
a modified Celtic cross.
The memorial was unveiled in 1922 by
Lt General the Right Hon Sir
Frederick Charles Shaw, second son of
John Shaw of Normanton House and
it is now listed on the National
Heritage list for England maintained by Historic England.
Wreaths are laid here each year following the Remembrance Day service.
Today
We hope that you have found your visit an interesting experience.
The living community of St Giles’ Church makes extensive use of this
historic building seven days a week. The site serves very effectively in
Christian life and outreach as we seek to be faithful in our own day to the
unchanging gospel of Jesus Christ in a changing world.
We should be very pleased to welcome you to any of our services at 10 am
and 6:30 pm on Sundays or at 11 am on the third Wednesday of the
month. The church website includes up to date details of all that goes on at
St Giles’ and can be found at www.stgiles-derby.org.uk.
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Vicar:

St Giles’ Church Office

The Rev’d Neil Barber

209 Village Street

St Giles’ Vicarage

Normanton

16 Browning Street

Derby, DE23 8DE

Normanton by Derby

(01332) 776287

Derby

www.stgiles-derby.org.uk
info@stgiles-derby.org.uk
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